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(a) to describe the attitude of God toward His Son, John 17:26; the human
race, generally, John 3:16; Romans 5:8; and to such as believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, particularly, John 14:21;

(b) to convey His will to His children concerning their attitude one toward
another, John 13:34, and toward all men, 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 1
Corinthians 16:14; 2 Peter 1:7;

(c) to express the essential nature of God, 1 John 4:8.

In respect of agapao as used of God, it expresses the deep and constant
"love" and interest of a perfect Being towards entirely unworthy objects,
producing and fostering a reverential "'love" in them towards the Giver, and
a practical ""love' towards those who are partakers of the same, and a desire
to help others to seek the Giver.
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Phileo more nearly represents "'tender affection." The two
words are used for the "love" of the Father for the Son,
John 3:35 (No. 1); John 5:20 (No. 2); for the believer, John
14:21 (No. 1); John 16:27 (No. 2); both, of Christ's "'love"
for a certain disciple, John 13:23 (No. 1); John 20:2 (No. 2).
Phileo is never used in a command to men to "'love" God; it
IS, however, used as a warning in 1 Corinthians 16:22;
agapao Is used instead
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